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Modella, certo. L& pol cantante. Frontwoman. Bartender. Laureata in spagnolo. E anche
n biologia. Non s1 puo dire che la personalita di Jennae Quisenberry non sia poliedrica.
Cosi come non s1 puo dire che la sua storia personale, che 'ha portata da Seattle ai club
dove s1 esibisce con la sua band Ene fino a giungere sulle passerelle dell'eleganza

Balenciaga cosi come immaginata da Demna Gvasalia non sia pin che mteressante.

Noi1 I'abbiamo mcontrata per farci raccontare un po’ di le1, di moda, di creativita e della
sua passione di sempre: la musica. Ecco Jennae Quisenberry raccontata nella nostra

video-intervista.

Interview by Marilena Borgna



http://www.vogue.it/news/notizie-del-giorno/2016/10/21/jennae-quisenberry-balenciaga-intervista/

Every week, Bazaar's booking team highlights one name to note, from the industry's best-
known faces to girls who are just starting oot Ths week, we turn our attention to Jennae

Quisenberry.

Elegant, androgynous and capable of pulling off any style, the American newcomer
Jennae Quisenberry represenis the kind of austere beauty favoured by tashion's upper
echelon. The 26-year-old has had appearances at Balenciaga, Osman, Fausto Pugls) and
Creatures of Combont, and her momentum seems sure to propel her towards a key booking

EXT CAMpILEn SCLSon.

Her zophisticated but raw look has sparked interest from top photographers, who rave
about Chusenberry's catwalk and editonal potential. Her hypnotic gaze has many, well.
hvpnotised. Add to that her musical talent — Chanesberry s the lead vocalist tor the band

Erte — and you have a muse in the making.

Jennae has this alluning, androgynous look and vibe abowt her, and | knew instantly when
she walked in that she was going to be amazing,” savs Dean Cleary Patterson at I¥] Model
Management. “she reminded me of the models back in the s, the look, the atbitude, plus

when | saw and heard her music | tell in love, she's such a muse.”

We chat to Chusenberry about her music, Seattle and Tilda Swinton

How were yvou discovered?

It 15 dafficult to pinpoint one definitive moment. | started modelling when my mother
agent, Mancy Peppler of Hetiner Management, reached out to me through Facebook
Messenger about two years ago. | was promoting a show tor my band with another
musiclan — who also happened to model with Heftner — and she took notice of my protile.
When | fimally got to Mew York, | met Dean Cleary at D] Models who was quite excited
to work with me despite what some may call my ‘late start’ (o the tashion mdustry. Two
weeks later, | met the lovely Henry Thomas during Mew York Fashion Week who cast me

ar N

as an exclusive for Demna Crvasgala's debut sutumniwinter 2006 Balenciaga show ™
If vou weren't modelling, what eareer would you pursue and why

| have always been a musician. | started playing imstruments around the age of eight and
I've been singing since the age of 10 or 11. 1 was a music major in college for the first twao
vears, and while | graduated with a hefty degree i science, | quickly fell back into
songwriting and performance not long atter graduation. | started singing in a band with ny
royinend and another fniend of mine. We wrote an album in 2003 under the monker Slow
Bird and are currently working on a new project called Ene. | would consider myself

lucky 1t | could continue to create music and perform tor the rest of my hite.”
What would vou say has been the highlight of vour career so far?

I think most people would say walking in their first show, That alone seems incredible to
me and | am so grateful tor the opportunity, but my personal hggest moment had to be
when | realised that | can thrive. Being a performer, | know that the lights fade, the

adrenalin wears off, the cameras look for the next face. The high of walking 1n a highly

anticipated show or creating a brilhant editonal with a group of brilliant creatives 1s quite

mcredible; but the realisation that | can keep gomng within this challenging industry was a

totally different high.”
Haow do vou spend your free time?

I write music. When | can, 1 fly home and record. We are relecating to MNYC 50 we can
start live rehearsals and performing again in the »ew Year. When | am not working on
music, | often go tor walks around the city. | have recently started going to musewms
again. | was born near Seattle, 50 naturally, | am a coftee fiend and emoy people-watching
at cafes. Good tood and drinks with good people ranks very high on my tavourite things.
Very few days are worth living without a good meal warting for you at the end. | also
would ltke to start expenimenting more with creating visuals and video work tor my
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D vou have any travel tips for those visiting vour hometown?

“When visiting Seattle? Eat! Seattle has no shortage of good and atfordable tood. | think
people cat out every night of the week. Here 15 a st of places to check oui: Sox
Burgers&{'o, Pike Place Chowder, Sun Liquor Lounge, Revolver Bar, Rumba, Kedal
Makan, Cafe Pettirosso, Momiji, and the first place | hit up every time | come home 15
Tortas Condesa for the Holé Maolé Torta. The Olympic Sculpture park has guaranteed
rorgeous sunscts anyvitume of the yvear and the Golden Gardens 15 one of the few beaches
with actual sand. | haven't done this yet, but renting a hot-tub boat on Lake Union on a
rainy day 15 on my bucket hist. Also, as Seattle 15 still a big music city, you might want to

check out the Crocodile, Neumos and Chop Suey for hve and local musie.”

What are the three products voo can't live withowt?

Hioderma Sensibio/Crealine: an incredibly gentle micellar eleanser, | often use it to
cleanse in the mornings and at noght o remove make-up or to pre-cleanse in the evenimgs.
| have sensinve skin and the busier the city the more dirt | see come ot ey tace. Gross
and necessary. Chanel hydra gel yeux: | started to wse it on red-eye thghis. 1 tell i love
with it and mow | wse it in place of eye cream. | forgot that bags existed untal 1 aceidentally
ran out. | also love Laora Mercier concealer tor times of trouble, it has great coverage and

1= hypoallergente 501t does not further imitate skin.
What is vour favourite form of exercise?

I lowe hot vinvasa voga. To me it doesn't feel hke a work-out unless | am drenched i
sweat and vinvasa keeps me tocused on not just the poses but also during the transitons.
My hite 15 a bot unpredictable now and | haven't found a studio that permits pop-ins m
MY C without a reservation, but the best thing abowt voga 15 that you can do it anywhere. |
also have thus philosophy that 10 minutes 15 a lot more than none. [t vou have 10 minutes
tor & mun, go for & run. Frve minutes for sit-ups, then do sit-aps. It toms out a little goes o
lot tarther than nothing. Onee you start it 15 much zasier to talk yourselt into continuing.
Adso running up and down subweay stamrs with heavy luggage tums oot to be an excellent

work-put!

What is vour dream shoot?

I recently met Tim Walker, 1 would love to work with him. His work 15 50 magical and

the worlds he creates are so tantastic. It's ke a couture tever dream that | would never
want to wake up from. Of course, | would be honoured to also shoot with the 1conic
Steven Mewsel | love getting to see new places, so 'd hke to shoot at any locaton out of

the norm.”
Mame vour five essential items you wouldnt leave the house without

Wallet, phone, keys, phone charger, platform boots... | can®t survive with them.”
If vou had to wear onlv one designer. who would it he?

| adore Bick Orwens, Ideally, | would waltz around town draped all in black and m
leather, with a long-hawred goat-skin jacket inplattorm boots with my fingers decked

silver rings. | wouldnt need another outtie”




What kind of advice wounld vou give to new girls to the industry?

Here 15 my unsolicited advice: you are a snowilake, Mo, | am not trying to say youw are
special... vou're ditferent. Please don't compare yourself, vour body, vour face, or your
career path to others. I another girl gets the job, accept that it hkely had little to do with
what 1= "wrong’ with vou, because there 15 nothing wrong with you. When you travel, pack
less stufl in general; but always pack lots of underwear. [t 15 much easier to travel with a
carry-on than a large suitcase, and 1t your tnp extends you will be good on underwear,
Don't ke scared to ask vour agent guestions, The only way tor you to make intormed
decisions 15 by being intormed. Create a nitual that makes you teel at home. | always buy a
scented candle it | plan to be somewhere for more than a week and cook this curreed lentl
soup from scratch. There 15 not a lot of consistency in thes job, so tor samity’ ¢, create
your own. Weekly metro cards tend to be the cheapest route for travel if you are staying in
town tor at least three days. Budget and be conscientious of your expenses and imoome,
(et an accountant. And mostly, be kind. Kindness goes neally tar, whether it 1 to your
reomumate, a photographer, a stranger, a chient or your agent. Being open to new people

and experiences 15 essential.
Whaose career in the arts do yvou most admire and why?

I really enjoy the work of Tilda Swinton. There 15 a lot to be sa1d about her editonal
waork, but more importantly her own work as a creative. She 1s more than a muse or an
inspiring actress. She 15 a timeless entity. | also have immense respect for Baren Elson and
Milla Jovowvich, Mot only are they multifaceted women, but they both continue to work
and create stunning editonals. They established carcers, which 15 no easy feat in this

Industry.’
Let's talk about favourites. What about...

Jmusic? "David Bowie, Coctean Twins, Pat Benatar, Peter Green, Chet Baker, Heart,

Fleetwood Mac... Recent mustic: Bon [ver (22, 4 milfion), Frank Ocean.

o..movies? "Aliens, Poltergiest (the onginal — vou can't recreate that), and 8lade Rumner. |
also generally enjoy anything by Cruentin Tarantine, Kobert Rodngues, the Coen brothers,

Wes Anderson and Paul Thomas Anderson.”
voabnaks? "One Hundred Years of Solitude by Garbriel Garcia Marquez."

o food? "Pepperont przza with fresh garhe and a cold lager would be my comfort food.

Although | have a newly discovered tondness tor Borean BBO) and hot lobster rolls.”

If vou had to wear onlv one designer. who would it he?

| adore Bick Orwens, Ideally, | would waltz around town draped all in black and m
leather, with a long-hawred goat-skin jacket inplattorm boots with my fingers decked

silver rings. | wouldnt need another outtie”







Jennae Quisenberry
Went From Molecular
Science to Balenciaga

The model, singer, and
Balenciaga exclusive knows
a thing or two about biology.

A 27-year-old from Seattle with a background in
science, Jennae Quisenberry might not have been
the likeliest of first-time models to land a
Balenciaga exclusive — which only made her debut
alongside . the house’s new rule-
breaking designer, all the more fitting.

“I was going to go to medical school and do that
whole thing, but with the economy and getting laid
off, it never came to fruition,” Quisenberry

explained. She did, though, get a degree in Spanish
and molecular biology, studying developmental
neurology and mapping retina pathways before

landing a stint in a malaria vaccine research lab.

“I pipetted, I killed a handful of mice,” she said.

casually. “It was not a highlight of my life, really.”

So it was no matter, exactly, when they laid her off
two months later. After all, science was always
Quisenberry’s second choice — something she took
up after she found her school’s vocal jazz program
wasn’t up to standards. She’s spent the five years
since as the happy vocalist of a band called Erie, and
while modeling will definitely disrupt their three-
tours-a-year show schedule, it’s hardly something

she’s planning on giving up soon.

[n the end. though, Quisenberry couldn’t do much
once there: She’d landed herself an exclusive slot
with Balenciaga in Paris. So, after three weeks of
castings, meetings, and test shoots, she headed home
to Seattle for four days — even bartending for two of
them. *I didn’t make any money, you know?” she
said with a laugh. “I went in so [ could cover my

rent, and then | was like. off to Paris!™




Any nerves Quisenberry had about her debut were
soon calmed when she got there: “Demna is so easy
— he was just hanging out and super nice, no stress,
no panic,” she said. Even the show day was “really
peaceful™: I remember there was a moment when
walked by and was like, ‘I'm kind

of bored!"” she said of Gvasalia’s stylist and muse.

As a musician, though, Quisenberry’s favorite part
was the show’s sound-proof room, which made for
great acoustics for the soundtrack — a DI set by the
show’s closing model, who goes by

“Her stuff was so good, and I'm getting really into

bass drops,” she said with a laugh.

In one of Gvasalia’s structured suits, too,
Quisenberry was definitely comfortable: “No matter
how far back you put your shoulders it had that C
shape, and Demna was like, ‘Just lean into it, that’s
the whole point,”” she remembered, calling the
construction “just brilliant.” (As for his all-white
casting, Quisenberry said she didn’t really notice
until she saw the boards, “and I was like hmm, I just

feel lucky to be a part of [them].”)

Now back in the U.S., and signed with D1
Management, Quisenberry is planning to move from
Seattle to New York soon with her boyfriend, who’s

also her bandmate. In the meantime. there’ll be

more campaigns, editorials, tours — she’s planning to

squeeze them into the “dead month™ of August —

and eventually, fashion week.

“It’ll be nice to actually work more,” she said of
September, before adding dryly, “though obviously,

there’s always the option of exclusives.”







ERIE

American indie rock trio, born in Seattle, Washington during March
of 2011. The musical collaboration was conceived by Joshua Dore
(guitar), Matthew Street (drums, bass), and Jennae Quisenberry

(Fender Rhodes, vocals.) Intensely dynamic, the composition flows

with constantly evolving tones and interludes which ascend into pi-

votal zeniths of emotion.



ERIE'S SONGS LINKS:

TEASERM - VIDED
https://vimeo.com/184347101

ERIE
https://soundcloud.com/eriesounds

JENNAE'S INSTAGRAM

www.instagram.com/Ohmi/



https://vimeo.com/184347101

