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Biography

Teddy Quinlivan is an American model. She was discovered in
2015 by Nicolas Ghesquiere, Louis Vuitton’s creative director.
She has walked for designers including Prada, Gucci, Versace,
Fendi, Alexander Wang, Saint Laurent, Christian Dior, Louis
Vuitton, Marc Jacobs and coutless others.

Quinlivan grew up in Boston, Massachusetts.
She has studied art in Paris. She resides in New York City.

In September 2017, Quinlivan came out as transgender.

Her announce-ment was praised by Ghesquiére, designer
Marc Jacobs, make-up ar-tist Pat McGrath, and others in the
fashion industry.
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| knew | was a girl, and | knew that
from a very young age, and through
fashion | was able to transferm into

the woman | always felt | was inside.”

TERDY QUINLIVAN
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Foto Jesse Laitinen

Teddy Quinlivan

Styling Christina Ahlberg

DI SOFIA CELESTE

Modella, transessuale, attivista delle passerelle. Ha parlato apertamente della sua
condizione transgender e denunciato le molestie cosi diffuse nel mondo della moda.
Oggi vive a Parigi e pensa al giornalismo, scoperto in epoca Trump e fake news
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Gloria Steinem ha reso pubbliche le sue ricerche condotte quando lavorava
come giornalista sotto copertura a favore delle donne, Audre Lorde ha
espresso la necessita di dar peso all’'opinione femminile in politica con la
sua poesia militante, le attrict Emma\Watson e Alyssa Milano hanno portato
alla luce le controversie legate allo show business attraverso i loro hashtag
#metoo e |'attivista e modella transgender Teddy Quinlivan, oggi, utilizza
la passerella come una nuova piattaforma per sostenere la comunita Lgbt
contro gli abusi. Teddy & stata scoperta da Nicolas Ghesquiére, direttore
creativo di Louis Vuitton, nel 2015; un trampolino di lancio che |I'ha cata-
pultata presto nel mondo della moda, dove ha sfilato per le piu importanti
Maison. E nessuno per lungo tempo si & accorto che fosse una modella
transgender. Nel 2017 ha deciso di uscire allo scoperto come segno di
rispetto per la comunita Lgbt, scioccando I'opinione pubblica con un’inter-
vista rilasciata alla Cnn in cui ha dichiarato di essere una transessuale. Un
atto di coraggio che ha messo a rischio le relazioni costruite con alcune

Era il 2017 quando ha dichiarato alla Cnn di essere
transessuale. Ma la sua carriera non ¢ finita, anzi

case di moda. «Molti non erano d'accordo, non erano sicuri fosse Il
momento giusto per essere rappresentati da un’attivista transessuale. E
l0, al contempo, non mi sentivo a mio agio lavorando con loro. Un po’ come
qguando il tuo fidanzato a tua insaputa ti tradisce € poi ti lascia», confessa.
Originaria del Massachusetts, Teddy ha iniziato una cura ormonale da ado-
lescente, e oggi &€ femminile e affascinante tanto quanto qualsiasi altra
modella. La sua presenza sulle copertine e sulle passerelle ¢ la prova tan-
gibile che la bellezza sia senza genere. Mentre la moda e i media riconoscono
sempre di piu la necessita di trattare I'argomento, un‘onda populista sta
investendo il mondo, soprattutto in paesi come il Brasile dove i reati contro
I transessuali stanno aumentando ogni giorno di piu. Anche negli Stati Uniti
la politica di Trump sta marginalizzando la comunita Lgbt. Teddy non e da
sola nella sua lotta per sostenere i diritti di gay, lesbiche e transgender.
Celebrities come Caitlyn Jenner hanno fatto “coming out” pubblicamente.
Allo stesso modo Valentina Sampaio ha spianato la strada alle sue colleghe;
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Giacca monopetto di pelle, pantaloni di tessuto tecnico e cintura nera di pelle, tutto Givenchy. Nella pagina precedente. Abito di pelle effetto plissé,
Valentino. In apertura. Tuta di lana, Hermés. Nella pagina accanto. Abito di seta stampata a fiori, body di neoprene e stivaletti di gomma, tutto Calvin Klein
205W39NYC

e stata la prima modella transgender a comparire sulla copertina di Vogue
(Paris), sottolineando spesso nelle interviste quanto sia difficile essere un
trangender in Sud America. Cresciuta a \Worcester, una piccola citta in
prossimita di Boston, Teddy, bullizzata, conosce sin da subito il signficato
di odio e ignoranza. Erano gli anni in cui praticava snowboard a livello com-
petitivo, allenandosi sulle montagne del Vermont. Era un modo per sfuggire
al maltrattamenti di cui era vittima a scuola. Convinse | suoi genitori che
lei donna lo era gia dalla nascita € loro finirono per mandarla in un collegio
per sole ragazze. A 17 anni comincia la sua carriera da modella trasferen-
dosi a New York, dove si scontra con il lato oscuro dell’industria. Lo scorso
aprile, ha utilizzato il suo account Instagram per svelare episodi di molestie
sessuali da parte di alcuni fotografi e direttori di casting. «Non mi aspettavo
che alla mia prima stagione, un casting director potesse offrirmi di posare
sulla copertina di alcune riviste in cambio di sesso, oppure che uno stylist
potesse mettermi le mani addosso durante un set fotografico, arrivando

«Quando ero giovane, volevo fare la spia e lavorare
per la Cia: mi piacciono i casi difficili da risolvere»

a tirarmi giu persino le mutande o ancora che un fotografo mi pizzicasse
un capezzoloy, ha scritto anche in un post, dopo la tempesta #metoo. «Le
donne non si sentono sicure in questo settore», dice. «Abbiamo bisogno
di un cambiamento. Ma non succedera nulla se gli adulti che lavorano in
guesta industria non la finiscono con l'indifferenza». Al momento della
nostra intervista, Teddy sembra rilassata, in sottofondo un chiacchiericcio
amichevole. Sta finendo di mangiare un’'insalata, godendosi un pomeriggio
nel quartiere di Le Marais, a Parigi, la sua nuova casa. «C'é un'altra aria a
Parigi. Quando vivevo negli Stati Uniti, mi sentivo accettata dalla comunita
Lgbt, ma non da quella degli etero. Qui mi sento accettata anche da loro».
E d’accordo che per ora, la moda sia la piattaforma giusta per far ascoltare
la sua voce. «Quando ero giovane, volevo fare la spia e lavorare per la Cia
perché mi piacciono i casi difficili da risolvere. Adesso sono appassionata
di giornalismo. Ho iniziato a capirne le potenzialita in quest'epoca di Donald
Trump e di fake news».
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“La libertad ez lo mas importante en la vida, zer quien realmente eres debe ser un
derecho humano. No hay otra forma de ser libre”
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Teddy Quinlivan

Model

The well-knowwn fashion forece opened up about being transgendear
last year - and noww she wants to change the vworld

Chanel. Prada. Dior. Guecl. |s there a mega-brand Teddy Quinlivan hasn't hit the runway for since she was
cast as an exelusive at Louis YVuitton by Nicolas Ghesquigre just over three years ago?f Despile her CV
reading like a who's who of fashion's biggest players, last year marked a turning point in the Boston-bomn

rmadel’s caraer whan she revealad that she was transgander.

With the intention of opaning up an important convarsation ahout the prajudica trans peopla faca,
Gulnlivan made the anouncemeant In a video posted o her Instagram thar mixed childhood foorage with
her thoughts on gender and har own transition, which she began as a teen. The model stated she wanted
tes ber the hero she nover had growing up: ") leal a deop sense of responsibifity to not only myself, but to
my Gommunity... | want to help break the stigoa. | want to help push the world forward,” she said in the

past.

Im the timea since, Duinlivan has alsa spoken cut about the abuse models are subjectad to within thea
fashlan industry in a seres of interdews, and called uneguivacally for the industry’s reformn: making It claar

she's not content with just pacing the catwalk - she’s here 1o shake it up, 100,

Taxt Emma Elirabarh Davidsan
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CNN

Exclusive: Model Teddy Quinlivan
reveals transgender identity

ST
kel IL1E .

By Clive Martin, CNN

IR

Zanra Jamshed, CHN
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g the fashion industry DOwWS 1o pressure W DECOmE MOore Progressve
IX with its casting choices, a new ganaration of modais fram ail

backgrounds, cultures, genders and sexualities has taken o the
runways. The transgender community -- 1or 0 10ng underrepresented in
fashion -- can today count saveral fashion superstars in its ranks, namaely

Gueci muse Hari Mef and fashion week stalwart Andreja Pejic.

Now, in a CNN Style axclusive, model Teddy Quiniivan is publicly disclosing

her transgender identity for the very first time,

Quinlivan, 23, is a catwalk and campaign regular, having walked for the likes
of Jaremy Scott, Carolina Herrera and Diane Von Furstenberg at this fall's
New York Fashion week alone. Since being discovered by Louis Vuitton's
creative director Nicolas Ghesquiére in 2015, her career has been in the
ascendant.

Speaking between New York Fashion Week shows, Quinlivan explains what
inspired her to come out, during what appears to be a crucial time for
transgender people.

‘Doing it for myself’

"I've decided to reveal my trans identity because of the political climate in the
waorld right now -- particularly in the United States,” Quinlivan said. "We made
an amazing progression under the Obama administration, and since the new
administration took office there's been a kind of backlash.

17



"There's beean viclence against transgender people -- particularly transgendar
women of color -- since before | even knew what transgender was. | just felt a
great sense of urgency. I'm very fortunate to be in (a) position (that) | never
really thought | would be. It's really important to take advantage of a time like
this.”

With her views on Trump and violence against the trans community, would
Quinlivan say that her decision to come out is rooted in politics, or somecthing
more personal? "l think the personal is political,” she replied. "It's political, but
I'm also doing it for myself. | was ready to come out, but | think the times we
live in elevated the sense of importance and urgency."

i )

Quinlivan accepts that her announcement may bring a backlash from less
accepting corners of the internet -- or even negative ramifications for her
fashion career.

"I'm definitely a little bit nervous, because |'ve been presenting as cisgender
(a person who identifies with the sex they were assigned at birth) for so long,"
she said. "Since | transitioned when | was 16, I've been living as a cis female ...
I was very lucky, because | won the genetic lottery -- | looked a certain way
and my voice hadn't dropped. That privilege gave me a lot of conflidence 1o
walk down the street, date and (work) in the fashion industry, where pcople |
would presume | was a '‘narmal’ girl.

"But when vou come out as ransgander (o tha worle, on a platfom, tare
may a2 some sacklash. Peoala migh: be viclem against me becavse 07
scrathing | naver chose, That makes ma nenvogs, but I'm raally sxcitad tc
shara my story wh the world, My optimis noutwa ghs he fear”

Quinlivan already has sevaal high profile supoorars belind her decision.
including desicnar Mars Jaocbhs who wrota, "l respect admie ard sappot
Tecdy's dacision o come oul 38 tansgander Mo mone than ever i is vital
that we pledge cu- allzgiance 1o the LGBT community ard use our voicas (o
encourage and nspina acceplance, egquality, uncestanding and lovwe.”

GLAAD presicent Sarah Kate Ellis said ina statement tiat Tecdy € "sandirg a
prencmanal messacs W tresgencear voulh oy using her serscnal story o
ghow that tramsgender woman car end show d aspire to o whataver they
wan: o ba.’

™o role models'

It 2eems | Hely that Quiniivan's vecatian in tha fashion incustry will Chance
fram simpfy "mcdal® 1o "transjender modead." But ane's will ng te eccapt the
labe

| dor't think it's & proklen baeause | con't thin< there's anything wrang with
baing trans," she 2gid "I'm & werman first and fofemast . I'm & moda! A '
glae tansnender, ard | think in a 12 wher | can eount nost ransnender
celebrities ar my nancs, (ths) 2 eracial,
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"It being transgender IS something that gets attached to my name throughout
my career, then it's for a worthy cause. But | look forward to the day when it
doesn't matter.

"Unfortunately, | didn't have any trans role models until | was probably 18 or
19. Laverne Cox being on "Orange Is the New Black' is new. Janet Mock,
Caitlyn Jenner coming out -- that's recent.

"When | was growing up it was all Jerry Springer and Maury Fovich. | was
seeing this exploitation of trans women. They were made to seem like a bad
jGHE. | felt like that was such a I‘"IE!QEI_'H'I.I'E FJI}FT.I‘EI_}FB.L | wasn't like the women on
these TV shows, so it gave me a lot of confusion.

20

"Hopefully my story reaches people in the same way that the stories of
Laverne Cox and Janet Mock have (already) reached trans people. There are
not a lot of openly trans people in media, and | think it's really important to
show people that not only am | trans, I'm (aleo) very successtul and good at

what | do.”

But what role does Quinlivan think that the notoriously fickle, often superficial
fashion industry can play in this? Can she use it as a tool for social change?

"I think one of the ways we can help people in the trans community is to give
them a platform,” she said. "And | think the fashion industry plays a very
crucial role in that. The fashion industry dictates what's in fashion, what's
cool, what's acceptable. Iit's not just about who's walking fashion shows . it's

about who's on every newsstand in the country.

"The transgender community needs more vigibility. And with more vigibility will
COME MOre Acceptance.”
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FROM ISSUE 61: TEN RULES TO BEING TEDDY
QUINLIVAN (IN COACH 1941)

Taddy Quinlivan. Na bullshit but a lot of drama. It's the way sha likes it. It's the best pant about being Teddy.
We know this because she tells us in all her passionate fury and fieriness. There's a burning passion behind

every statement.
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Quinlivan knows who she is, what she wanits and what she's going to do. There are 10 rules to follow for
being Teddy. Class is now in session.

“| think the biggest lesson I've leamt is it doesn't matter what you do as long as you do it with integrity and a3
long as you believe in yourself," she says. That's rule number cne. | have a lot of integrity, I'm not a petty
person. | think people recognise that in me and realise that what | have to say and what | do is authentic. My
cora maessage g that I'm a real bitch. Essantially.” And wa love har. That's tha DNA of Quinlivan. Her moral
compass ig pointing in the right direction and sha is datermined to make positive, necessary changa. It's
2018, duh.

It's been a big year for Quinlivan. She's just turned 24 and, last September, she came out to the world as
transgender. Rule number two is be honest. Through a message on CNN Style, then Instagram and a two-
minute film online, Quinlivan decided to be completely straight up with the world. "Coming out as transgender
was really difficult for me to overcome because | gave up a huge part of my identity and a huge piece of my
privacy - this thing that was my biggest, deepeast, darkest secret. | was really revaaling my darkest secret to
the world and | knew that would change the way people interacted with me on both a romantic basis.
friendship basis and working-relationship way.” How did you overcome it? | just did it. | grew some balls and
put it out into the world and that was that." The kind of secret that would be hard to expose to anyone, let
alone to the world. "l felt like I'd reached this point where | was s0 deeply insecure about this aspect of my
existence and that | wasn't able to change it. If | can’t change it, then what's the point of baing so ashamed of
it? Why can't | accept this side of myself? For me, coming out publicly was me saying that | accept this part
of my identity and it will always be a part of me, and there's nothing | can do to change it It was just me
coming to a point of acceptance and love for myself.”
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Since then, some doors have closed on her, but it seems she's almost grateful for this. The promise she
made to herself to accept herself, to be honest, is applied to all areas of her life. *I've made a lot of people
feel uncomfortable around me because | will call them out when they're wrong. | think it's really important to
do that 8o that peapie don't gat away with bullshit. When people gat away with bullshit, it stifles progression.”

And 8o rule numbear three is to thrive on rejection. In tha past year, Quinlivan has dealt with the reparcussions
of complete honesty. Mot everyone is comfordable with the idea of change. Even when what she's fighting for
is right. "There have been a lot of relationships that I've had - business relationships, fashion relationships
that have kind of recently been put to the test.” she says, hinting at the dislovalty shown by some brands and
pecple in the fashion industry in response to her raw honesty in terms of sexuality and saxual assault.
“Especially recently, I've gone through a lot of betrayal, and my disappointment in people makes me realise
that | don't want to be like them. | want to be better than them.” It's wihal fuels Quinlivan’'s creative fire, her
intense determination o do better and prove people wrong. "My biggest motivation for being a better person
in general is to be better than the people who bullied me. Like when someone tells me | can't do something
or, "Wa don’t balieve in you any mora,” I'm just lika, wall, fuck you. I'm going to do it and I'm going to makea
mora manay than you and I'm going to do it battar than you. If somebody said to ma you can't maka it to tha
moon | would probably change my career path and become an astronaut just to prove them wrong.” Don't
get on her bad side.

24

In 2018, the issue of sexual assault and coercion is at the forefront of our consciousness with the Time's Up
and #MeToo movements. It's something that resonates personally with Quinlivan and so she is standing at
that forefront as the fight continues. “It is important to have an open dialogue about sexual assault, not just in
the fashion industry but in all industries. | think this is a tipping point for sexual assault in general. It was this
thing that everyone knew was going on for a really long time but no one knew how to address it. [Women and
mean] can show up to work and feel safe and be in an environment where they can do their job and do what
theyve been paid to do and go home. Thay don't feel like they have to try to entertain this idea that someone
abusing you or your sexuality to get something from you is appropriate behaviour in the workplace. That's
something | really am passionate about right now, as well as LGBTQ rights... | think we're at a real tipping
point in terms of LGBTQ rights as a trans woman and sexual assault as a human being.” Yes, rule number
four: fight for everyona's rights.

Rule number five is to challenge. We love a challenge. It's that stubborn determination o prove people wrong
- when they're actually wrong. “It's so easy to believe what people say and to doubt yourself and to feel like
you're worth what they say you're worth, and a lot of times that's nothing. | have pretty radical views in the
fashion industry and a pretty radical opinion of what the fashion industry could be and should be, and what a
mode! could and should be. My role as a model is to be a salesperson but really to be a clothes hanger. I'm
supposed to wear the clothes and not have an opinion and love everything! I'm not like that | have a
parsonality. | hava an opinion. | want fashion to ba bettar, | want this industry to ba better. My ideas and
opinions of how the fashion industry could improve have been met with a lot of disagreement and a lot of
pacple not really supporting my ideology because they're so comfortable with the industry being shitly.”




Rule number six is to embrace mentoring. What is a woman without her mentors? Those who Quinlivan
counts as hers include her mother for her strength and growth as a person, as well as a US senator and a
designer. “Elizabeth Warren is a senator from Massachusetts, where I'm from. | think her message is
incredible, and she's held a lot of these big corporations accountable for their actions in a time where we
treat corporations like the holy grail in politics, because that's where the money is.”

The whole scope of current American politics is something Quinlivan is passionately talking about. Isn't
everyone® Going back to rule number two (be honest, if you're not keeping up), Quinlivan tums to the
political state in her home country: “As an American right now | feel like authenticity comes into question all
the time. Honesty in 2018 is something thatl we lack a lot of, especially when the leader of the First World

brings into quaston the authenticily of our news." Trua that.

Back to mentorship: she admires the creative director of Chlog, Natacha Ramsay-Levi, who she worked with
at Louis Vuitton in 2015, when creative director Nicolas Ghesquieére discovered Quinlivan. "To see her growth
and progression and her follow her dreams has been a super-big inspiration to me as well. | think any person
who isn't afraid to go out and get what they want and do it honestly... Anyone who has the strength 1o
change the world in a pasitive way is someone | admire.”

Rule number seven is short and sweet: have no regrets. Why? *They're unprofessional.”

Rule number eight is fully fashion. Have style. | would say my personal style is a mix between a Bond Girl
and a Final Fantasy character. There's a very particular aesthetic that these characters in these video games
have. For whatever reason, | really relate to that." And so we will go forth in our warrior get-up and be the
most powerful. “I've never been attracted to this idea that women can only be laken seriously if they've
covered themselves up. I've always rejected that and thought you can be eccentric and sexy and sfill ba
respected and powerful — unapologetically sexy,” she says.

Rule number nine — expreas yourself. Obviously. Or as she puts it, “You have 1o be brave enough to not give
a shit_ | think it's scary to be real in a world that constantly tells you to stifle your creativity and stifle your
emotions and conceal your problems, especially in the age of social media, where you feel like you can only
post positive things. It's putting your emotions on the line and being able to have the strength to show the
world how you really fael that's important.”
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Ten out of ten iz o keep going. Always. "Even when things are at thair worst, or my life sucks, what keeps
me going is this profound knowledge that I'm a small piece of a really big piclure, but that in order 1o
complete that puzzle, every piece counts. Knowing my worth and what | can do to make people feel mons
accapted and more comfartabla, that's what is really impartant to ma.”

It's abaut baing fearass. Taddy Quinlivan is strang, hardeora and revving up to go harder, fastar

Teddy is wearing Cosch 1947 thmughow!; laken from [ssee 81 of 10 Magazing, on newssfands now.

Fhotographar Gia Coppola
Fazhion edilcr Keegan Singh
Hair Jamal Hammadi at Art Department
Make-Un Tamah at The Wall Group
Model! Teddy Quinlivan
Fhotographer's assistant Carley Solether
Fashion assistant Prather Ray
Provuction Creativa Exchanga Agency
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Latest Bu way _

Giambattista Valli FW 19/20 i Louis Vuitton SS19 Chloé SS19

Paco Rabanne FW19/20 Moschino FW19/20 Paco Rabanne SS19 Michael Kors SS19 Jeremy Scott SS19
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Louis Vuitton FW18/19 Altuzarra FW18/19 Carven FW18/19 Saint Laurent FW18/19

Haider Hackermann FW18/19 Haider Hackermann FW18/19 Chloé FW18/19 Saint Laurent FW18/19 Marni FW18/19
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Missoni FW18/19

Sportmax FW18/19

Fendi FW18/19

f

4

Gucci FW18/19
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(0) teddy_quinlivan
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iInfo@monster-mgmt.com
+39 02 4343 7700


https://www.instagram.com/teddy_quinlivan
http://www.instagram.com/liisawinkler

